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UM RECEIVES 0E0 GRANT 
FOR HEAD START PROGRAMS
MISSOULA--
A grant of $24,993 was given recently to the University of Montana by the U.S. Office of 
Economic Opportunity (0E0) to conduct college-level training courses for professional and non­
professional staff members in Head Start programs.
Grant funds will provide training for approximately 50 trainees from the 10-county area 
surrounding Missoula, according to Dr. J. Francis Rummel, dean of the UM education school and 
project manager.
Counties in the area include Mineral, Missoula, Silver Bow, Lewis 6 Clark, Broadwater, 
Jefferson, Deer Lodge, Ravalli, Powell and Granite.
Community Action agencies participating in this program are the Mount Powell Economic 
Council, Anaconda; the Rocky Mountain Development Council, Helena; the Missoula-Mineral 
Human Resources Council, Missoula, and the Butte-Silver Bow Anti-Poverty Council, Butte.
The training program will begin as soon as four Community Action agencies have determined 
specific dates they want to start the program.
The first course will begin around the middle of July on campus, Dr. Rummel said.
Selected trainees, who have served six months or more, will enter a specialized program 
of core courses concentrating on child development and early childhood education. The courses 
carry three undergraduate credits. Graduate credits may be obtained on an individual basis.
"These courses are aimed at deepening the Head Start worker's understanding of the young 
child and his family and will include many laboratory experiences in observing and evaluating 
the visual and verbal clues to his behavior," Dr. Rummel said.
The program has been planned so that trainees can eventually complete a two-year specialized 
program and be prepared for entry into a more advanced professional career training program.
Development and direction of the instructional phases were handled primarily by Mrs. Joan 
C. Christopherson, director, of the UM nursery School and kindergarten.
Mrs. Helen Wood, recently appointed regional training officer for Head Start programs will 
be responsible for the coordination of the program with the Head Start units in the 10-county 
area.
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